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his autonomy. It also aroused the fears of France, who had
just occupied Tunis, and it made both Cherif and the military
suspect a retrograde step under Turkey; and while the Eng-
lish Government was not then opposed to an intervention by
Turkey to quell any possible mutiny in the Egyptian army,
England was also loath to see Turkey established in Egypt.
Both England and France therefore concerted their actions,
and each sent a warship to Alexandria ostensibly to safeguard
the interests of Europeans in case of danger but really to
counterpoise the action of Turkey. The Pone protested
strongly, and said that the presence of the warships at Alex-
andria would cause agitation and disturbance among the
whole Arab population, and that it was not improbable that it
might lead to a general revolution.

In these circumstances the Turkish envoys were hurriedly
taken to visit the army headquarters, where Nizami Pasha
delivered a strong speech eulogising the Khedive and remind-
ing the officers that the Khedive was the representative of the
great Padishah, and that those who disobeyed the Khedive
contravened the laws of obedience towards their Sultan.1
Nothing further seemed necessary. The colonels had shown
prompt obedience by leaving for their new quarters, and dis-
cipline appeared to be restored in the army. It was therefore
decided that the Turkish envoys and the warships should
leave Egypt at the same time. When the Invincible arrived
at Alexandria on October 19 the Turkish envoys had left Cairo
to embark for Turkey. Both the British and French ships then
left Alexandria.

Having been relieved of the Turkish nightmare, Cherif set
out to introduce his constitutional reforms. A decree was
issued inviting the Chamber to meet according to the old
regulations on December 26.

The day on which the Chamber met under Sultan Pasha, its
appointed president, was a memorable day in the history of
modern Egypt, It was the first constituent assembly that ever
met in Egypt to draw up a constitution for the country.

In the speech from the throne read out by the Khedive him-
self he laid emphasis on the feet that he had always been in
favour of invoking their Chamber, but that delay was unavoid-

1 Parflamentary Papers: Afiasrs of Egypt MaSet to Granvilie, 13 October 1881.